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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
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Examiner 
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Applicant(s) 

BOMAR ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2128 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 November 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 55-82 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 55-82 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 
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Examination of Application #10/046,846 

1. Claims 55-82 of application 10/046,846, filed on 14-January-2002, are presented for 
examination. This application is a CON of application 09/243,202, filed on 2-February-1999, 
now U.S. Patent No. 6,381,561, which is a CIP of application 09/018,632, filed on 4-February- 
1998, now U.S. Patent No. 6,470,303. 

Claim Rejections under 35 17.S.C. 1 12, 2 /ltf Paragraph 

2. Claims 55-82 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. The examiner respectfully notes that the claims are directed to "estimating" 
the change in vehicle's velocity (claim 55 for example). However, the examiner noticed that the 
specification generally uses the term "determining", to describe the various embodiments of 
applicant's invention. Upon further investigation, the examiner discovered a Preliminary 
Amendment in the parent application, i.e. 09/243,202, paper no. 4, wherein applicant submitted 
a lengthy amendment changing the word "determine" to "estimate", and the various tenses 
thereof, at a plurality of locations throughout the specification. Due to the fact that the present 
application is a Continuation of 09/243,202, and therefore should have an identical specification 
to the parent, the examiner respectfully asks the applicant to submit a similar amendment to the 
specification as the one submitted in 09/243,202. 
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Response Guidelines 

3. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) months 
and 0 (zero) days from the date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for response 

will cause the application to become abandoned (see MPEP 710.02, 710.02(b)). 

4. Any response to the Examiner in regard to this non-final action should be 

directed to: Russell Frejd, telephone number (703) 305-4839, Monday-Friday from 
0630 to 1500 ET, or the examiner=s supervisor, Kevin Teska, 
telephone number (703) 305-9704. Any inquiry of a general nature 
should be directed to the Tech Center 2100 receptionist, telephone 
number (703) 305-3900. The TC 2100 Customer Service telephone 
number is (703) 306-5631 . 

mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: (703)872-9306 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park //, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA. t 
Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 



Date: 9-February-2004 



RUSSELL FREJD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



